CHAPTER IX

Troubles:

Ridolfi Plot;   French Marriage;
The Dutch

Revolt having failed, Elizabeth's enemies now
fell back on other methods. Assassination should
be tried first, and, if that failed, armed invasion,
The Pope took the lead. Many Catholics had
remained loyal to Elizabeth, and had not joined
in the rebellion, for Elizabeth had not yetjbg^n
excommunicated by the Pope. But now^fus V
issued a Bull, in which ne not only declared
Elizabeth excommunicated, he also " deprived
her of her Kingdom ", absolved all her people
from their allegiance, and commanded them not
to obey her laws,

It is easy to see the importance of this, and
from now on Elizabeth was known by her people
to be the target for Catholics. If she could be
killed Catholicism would have won a great vic-
tory, and to attain that end any means must
be employed.

JElizabeth had not herself attacked the Catholic
'religion. She had learnt from Mary Tudor's
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